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Black History Month 2023 
 

Historically Black Colleges & Universities 

Rooted in the Past, Building the Future 
 

       “Wisdom is best… so get wisdom. No matter what it costs… get understanding. 
Proverbs 4:7  

 New International Reader’s Version (NIRV) 
 
 

12th Annual Black History Month -  Art & Writing  Competition 
 
 

Official Entry Form & Competition Rules 
Early Learning (Pre-Kindergarten thru Second Grade) Upper Elementary (3rd-5th) 

Middle School (6th-8th) and High School (9th-12th) 
Please type or print clearly in ink and fill out the Entry Form in its entirety. 

 

Student’s First Name:_________________________Last Name:__________________________  

School: _________________________________ Grade Level:__________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________   Date of Birth:_____________________ 

Telephone:___________________________  Email:__________________________________ 
 

 
Signature of Student  ___________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian if student is under 18 years of age__________________________ 

Signature of Classroom Teacher at School_____________________________________________ 

All Art  and Writing Submissions must be submitted by the close of worship on 

February 12, 2023.   

Entry Date and Deadline: Information Packets will be available for distribution beginning Sunday, December 

11, 2022.  All entries must be either mailed, hand delivered or electronically submitted and received by 6:00 

p.m. on Sunday, February 12, 2023.  All hand delivered submissions may be made to the Church office-

during the normal business hours, or at any Church service. If you have any questions regarding your 

submission, contact Sister Clara Williams at any time on or before February 12, 2023 by the end of the last 

worship service on Sunday, February 12, 2023.  All entries returned to the church should be submitted to 

the Christian Education Ministry, Sister Clara Williams, contact person.  
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Prizes will be awarded in the following areas…. 

Early Learning Division Pre-K and Kindergarten 

Early Learning Division 1st and 2nd Grade 

Upper Elementary Division 3rd, 4th and 5th Grade 

Middle School Division 6th, 7th and 8th Grade 

High School Division 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th Grade 

   

Please Note:  Participatory Prizes will be provided in lieu of our regular prizes if we do not have 

enough children participating. 

 

Section I-General Rules ( All Contestants) 

1. The art and writing competition will be open to all students in grades Pre-K-12th, who are enrolled in a 
public, private or home school. 

2. Each competitor should read the rules and must complete an entry form. 

3. All Competitors must be members of First Saint John Cathedral - Bishop Kenneth B. Spears, 

Pastor. Competitors should have in their possession a signed certificate that was presented to you 

from the church office.  This document will validate this general rule for all contestants. 

Section II – Art Competition Rules (Early Learning Division Only) 

1. Competitors may submit only one poster entry. 

2. Art  Prompt: When I Grow Up… 

Create a poster that reflects the theme. The artwork should depict an HBCU.  The poster should be neat 

and used to reflect this year’s  theme and what you want to be when you grow up.  Artwork may not 

be drawn from any existing artwork (photograph, advertisement, etc.) not created by the student. 

3. Student must submit original, two-dimensional artwork.  

4. Student artwork must measure 22” by 28” (Standard Poster Board) and be created using any two-

dimensional medium including: Drawing (pencil, crayon, graphite, etc.) or Painting (pastel, watercolor, 

spray paint, oils, etc.)  

Section III - Competition Rules (Writing  Only) 

1. Competitors may submit only one entry. 

2. Competitors must compose an original piece specifically for inclusion in this competition.  

3. Writing  must be 1 page in length (Upper Elementary Only) and 2 pages in length (Middle and High 
School) 

4. Participants must write on the official topic given as the “Writing Prompt”. 
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5. Participants can create either a Poem, Rap or Essay.  The writing (poem, rap or essay)  must be 
typewritten and double-spaced on white paper. Submission should have one (1) inch margins on all 
sides and include a footer that contains both the title and pagination. 

6. Any quotations or copyrighted material used in the essay must be identified properly.  Failure to 
identify non-original material will result in disqualification. 

7. Written Submissions must be the work of the entrant, written in English and authenticated by a 
classroom teacher. 

8. The entry must be stapled together in the upper left-hand corner. 

9. The prompt must be typed on the cover sheet. The cover sheet must also include the student’s name, 
email address, phone number (cell/home), grade level, and school  

10. Prize winners will be announced during the FSJ Black History Month Service on February 26, 

2023 at 6:00 p.m.   Please Note: You must be present to win.   

Section III – Judging & Scoring 

1. Judging of Art and Writing submissions will be completed by a panel of qualified judges. 

2. Judges will not discuss or compare essays until all essays have been judged. 

3. Only judges can assign a penalty or award points. 

4. Judges will not discuss or compare presentations prior to completing a score sheet. 

5. Essay submissions will be scored as follows: 

a. Originality and Creativity: 30 points 

b. Cultural Knowledge and Research: 30 points 

c. Grammar, Punctuation, Spelling: 20 points 

d. Neatness: 5 points 

e. Adherence to competition rules (prepared in the proper format): 15 points 

f. Failure to turn in submissions on time and lack of adherence to competition rules will 

result in deduction of points and possible contestant disqualification. 
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Official Art and Essay Prompt 

Black History Month 2023 

Historically Black Colleges & Universities 

Rooted in the Past, Building the Future 

 
                  “Wisdom is best…so get wisdom. No matter what it costs...get understanding.” 

Proverbs 4:7  
 New International Reader’s Version (NIRV) 

 
 

 

12th Annual Black History Month Art and Writing Competition 
 

 Historically Black Colleges & Universities…Rooted in the Past, Building the Future                                                                                         

Slavery in the United States ended in 1865 after the Civil War. Even though the War had ended there were 

many places that did not give African Americans the rights they truly deserved as U.S. citizens.  One of these 

rights was the chance to have a good education. 

Most schools were segregated.  Very few African Americans were allowed to go to schools that whites 

attended.  In fact, until after the Civil War, few African Americans were able to go to any school at all. 

A movement began and African Americans soon started to gain new opportunities for education and people 

began to set up schools targeted for black students. They provided the education that African Americans 

needed for jobs and careers. Some began as elementary and high schools, and  some grew into colleges and 

universities. Many of the greatest African American leaders of the past attended many of these schools. 

They are known as “Historically Black Colleges and Universities” or HBCU’s for short. 

Your charge this year is to identify an  HBCU college or university that you would like to learn more about. 

Explore and explain what that particular college or university is best known for and include in your poem, 

rap and/or essay the names of famous alumni that attended that college or university. Talk about why going 

to college is important and what career path you’d like to follow when you grow up.  Finally, share how this 

year’s scripture connects to the importance of getting a higher education. 

Wilma Rudolph once said “The potential for greatness lives within each of us.” Keep this quote in mind and 

remember that you have the potential for greatness inside of you and you too can change the world. 

 


